
Leaving Certificate 
Applied 

Susan Donovan Programme Co-Ordinator 

Parent/Student 

Senior Cycle Programmes

Information meeting

Monday 23rd January 2023







The LCA …



What do 
they learn?

The curriculum 
is set but we 
tried to 
personalize it to 
meet the needs 
of each group

There are 3 sections to the LCA course

1.Vocational preparation

2.Vocational education (specialisms)

3.General education



The 1st area is Vocational Preparation 

English & Communication this looks at preparing for work (CV, letters 
etc); language skills for business; media; novel; play; short story; film. 

• Vocational Preparation & Guidance this subject covers Jobsearch; 
Enterprise; Community work; Careers Education 

Work Experience – normally this is two weeks in 5th year 
and two weeks in 6th year



Work Experience is very important in LCA

• Students do four work experience placements over the two 
years. Students get to do work experience in a range of 
different places, primary schools they went to, creches, 
hairdressers, offices, garages, painter and decorator. It gives 
students the opportunity to get a taste of what it is like in the  
work place.



The 2nd area 
is Vocational 
education

Mathematical Applications Budgeting; Invoices; 
Household bills; VAT; Payslips; Measurements

Information & Communication Computer skills 
– word processing, spreadsheets, databases; 
Graphics; New technologies- All of our LCA 
students have IPADS to use in class



And includes two specialisms and 
this year we are doing 

•Specialism can change 
from year to year 
depending on the 
wants and needs of the 
students

Hair and Beauty 

Hotel, Catering and Tourism  



Other Specialism 
we have done 

Graphics 
and Construction Studies
Childcare and Community 

Care
Hotel, Catering and 

Tourism
Hair and Beauty  



The 3rd area 
is General 
Education 

• Languages

• Gaeilge Conversation skills; Culture; History of the 
language; Arts

• French Conversation skills; Useful French (travel 
arrangements, directions, food); Greetings; Culture and 
the arts

• Leisure and Recreation PE - Active Leisure Studies Outdoor 
education (hill walking, camping, orienteering, climbing), fitness 
plans; coaching (swimming, football); health & safety in sport

• Social Education - Understanding your community; 
Contemporary issues (Task); Taking Charge (banking, insurance, 
renting etc)

…



Students also do four electives each year..
At the moment we are doing ..

Horticulture Music

Art 



The LCA has a focus on building team skills i



Many of the LCA students act as mentors to the 
younger students in the school



Assessment in 
LCA has three 
parts … 1. Key 
Assignments
2. Tasks
3. Final Exam

KEY ASSIGNMENTS (KA) ARE 
ONGOING WORK IN SCHOOL OVER 

THE TWO YEARS

THEY NEED TO HAVE AROUND 90 %
ATTENDANCE TO GET THEIR KA



They have 7 
tasks with 
interviews to 
complete 
over the two 
years 



They have  
final exams 
in 7 subjects 



Assessment 
is continuous 
over 2 years
Total 200 
credits 
(100%)

31%  (64 CREDITS ) AWARDED FOR 
ATTENDANCE AND KEY ASSIGNMENTS 
(SCHOOL- BASED WORK) 

35% (70 CREDITS)  AWARDED FOR 7 
STUDENT TASKS (PROJECTS)WHICH ARE 
COMPLETED OVER THE 2 YEARS

34% (68 CREDITS ) AWARDED FOR EXAMS 
AT END OF THE 6TH YEAR 

• SO 2/3RDS OF YOUR LC DONE BEFORE 
JUNE 2023



Certificate is 
awarded at 
three levels:



The LCA can 
lead to 
further 
progression 
in education 



Who would 
benefit most 
from the 
Leaving 
Certificate 
Applied? A big advantage to the LCA is that I was able to apply for 

college outside of the regular CAO process. I was offered 
a place on a course in travel and tourism industry 
Inchicore college of Further Education back in February. 
I did an interview with them and I was just delighted 
when I got in. Coming up to the final exams, it’s just 
amazing to have my college place in the bag.



Next steps….

Complete the 
application form

Attend interview

Letter of Offer
Register for 

Senior Cycle





Any questions please contact 
SusanDonovan@deansrathcc.ie

Thank you for 
listening

mailto:SusanDonovan@deansrathcc.ie
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